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A message from
Dave Bleasdale
THANK YOU
TO ALL THE
MEMBERS
WHO SENT
IN ARTICLES

A Puzzle by John Ellerton
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My New Kite by Dazz Smith
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A Word Search Puzzle from Paul Catchpole
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Please can YOU contribute to the next edition of this newsletter
Have you built a kite or bought a kite: tell us about it. Comment on an
article in this edition, or write up a report on a festival or fly-in. Do you
have a kite story or interesting kite fact? A puzzle or a joke on a kiting
theme. It needn’t be long or neat. Contact the editor, Peter on 0787
33 00 339 or send ideas / copy to peter_hartt@hotmail.com.

At the AGM next
February I will be
stepping down as
the NKG Secretary
after 10 years.
If anyone is
interested in
becoming the
Secretary or just
needs to know a
bit more about
what is involved
please contact me.
Remember that I
and the other
officers will be
there to support
whoever takes on
the role.
You can contact
me by telephone
on 07811 419116
or email: kiterdave
@btinternet.com

Chairman's Note - Autumn - 2018
Hello and welcome to this newsletter.
We have a new Newsletter Editor!
I would like to thank Simon Cooper for producing
some wonderful newsletters but he has found his
personal commitments have prevented him from
continuing in that role.

Len Royles

Peter Hartt has agreed to take on the task in the short term. He is willing to produce the
newsletters until someone else fancies taking over. So if you would like to have a go at the
newsletter, then please let Dave know before the next AGM.
There has been a pause in our newsletter production so this issue may span some news that
is from last year.
We lost two long time members of the NKG earlier in 2018. In April we said goodbye to Ken
Cain. Ken was getting on and his failing eyesight and later lack of mobility reduced his visits to
Otterpool but when he was able to visit he was always cracking jokes and reminiscing about
the old times. In June we also lost Alan Bloom. Alan was a regular flyer at Otterspool and was
still a frequent flyer up until his passing. Both were part of what made Otterspool such a great
place to fly. Then just recently in October we heard that Phil Ashton had also passed away.
Phil will be remembered as a lovely man with a great sense of humour.
We’ve had our usual run of festivals and on the whole they have been very successful and
given us an enjoyable year of kite flying.
The 2018 Festival season kicked off in May with the Middleton Park Festival with a wind that
just couldn’t make its mind up. It certainly kept us on our toes!
Bridlington Kite Festival followed with a lack of Saturday wind followed by a thick sea-mist on
the Sunday. A frustrating festival for those itching to get their kites into the sky. Memorable
though for the town’s folk who streamed out to the flying field in the thick mist to see our kites!
In June we had CountryFest with again challenging wind conditions. On the Sunday to make
up for the lack of wind we took our kites into the main display arena to give the public a good
view of our varied kites.
Beacon produced a lovely flying day and our Rainbow Deltas kept the many children happy.
July saw a new event up at Garstang. We put on a fantastic display at their Ice-Cream
Festival. The wind was troublesome but what a gorgeous day!

August saw a return to the RNLI Open Day at Hoylake. This was a wild day! The wind was
especially strong with gusts over 30mph.
September gave us a fantastic festival at St Annes with the Friday night illuminated fly and
fireworks display another highlight. The rest of the weekend was just stunning with lots of kites
in the air. The wind was changeable but it was still an amazing display.
For Hoghton Tower, the wind couldn’t have been more awkward, coming straight up the
driveway resulting in the tilting field being in a complete wind shadow. A most frustrating day.
Taylor Park was Taylor Park. Great to fly there if only to see the
huge number of children at the workshop run by the Friends of the
Park. We had some wind and did manage to fly but it was a wind
with attitude! Up, down and round about!
I have missed a number of festivals that I was unable to attend
but Morecambe, Wakefield and a new event near Halifax also
took place as well as a number of Fly-ins throughout the year. We
don’t always get the perfect wind and weather but we still manage
to put on some fantastic displays. Well done to all who took part.
As I write this we still have the One Sky One World and End of
Season events to come.
It is unfortunate but the smaller number of flyers at Otterspool and
the decline of outside support have resulted in the Light Up the
Sky event at Otterspool being curtailed. There will be no Auction
or Teddy Bear Drop at this event so it will not be a fund raiser this
year. I would like to thank all those who have supported this event
in past years.

Taylor Park Kite Workshop

May I take this opportunity to thank all those who set up and
run festivals throughout the year and they and all those that
have helped, are to be thanked for their efforts. We too can
do our bit by supporting the festivals whenever possible.

Fly well and keep safe.
How many times have we heard this? It’s so easy for safety to just be an afterthought and it
will never happen to us will it? Well after a flying day at Otterspool as I was knocking my kite
stakes to loosen them off, I managed to clatter my leg with my dead-blow hammer! I didn’t
see that coming and that is the point, keeping safe entails always thinking about what might
happen if we let our attention wander. So when I say ‘keep safe’ please learn from my lesson.
Hope you have a Great Christmas and have a Super Kite Flying New Year.

Len Royles – Chairman
October 2018

Why do we have two hands ?
A few years ago, I built an Horizon, two line,
88” span, stunt kite from the plan on Kite Plan
Base. This was chosen with much
consideration as the spars would just fit in my
suitcase whenever I go on holiday (less than
half an inch to spare). I'd taken this on
holiday to Fuerteventura in November, 2016.
That was bad planning, as it was the week
after the Fuerteventura kite festival. I didn't
even know they had a kite festival.
A chance meeting!
Whilst flying my Horizon on the beach and the
sand dunes around our hotel, I kept bumping
into a German guy, Klaus, who spoke pretty
good English and told me all about the kite
festival. He was staying on for an extra couple
of weeks and was flying all sorts of kites and
very generously let me fly his kites. One day he
was flying two kites at the same time (one in
each hand). I'd watched Graham Lockwood's
displays at kite festivals a few times, but never
seen multi flying at such close proximity. I was
mesmerised. I spent ages watching him fly.
Stood right next to him, seeing the different
inputs, and him telling me what he was doing,
seemed to put everything into place. It actually
looked easy ! He even offered me his kite
handles to have a go. It might have looked
easy, but in my hands, I'm sure there would
very quickly be two kites hitting the deck. I
declined his offer, but I decided there and then
that it would be my next project.

by
John Ellerton

Klaus Westenberger multi flying

Back home
On returning to the UK, I contacted Graham Lockwood for advice about the type of kite to use
for multi flying. His all time favourite was similar (size wise) to my Horizon, so I decided to
build a second Horizon for my attempt at multi flying. Graham also suggested using kite tails
to slow down the kites and give me more thought / reaction time, and they do make it look
much more impressive. Normally, I never throw anything out, and a quick root around the
garage unearthed some kite tails from my first ever kites (Peter Powell stunters) from 1980
something. They'll do !
Handles
The Pallas brothers had once mentioned to me that they had tried multi flying and had used a
threaded aluminium bar for their handles. A trip to B&Q and a fishing rod handle grip from the
local fishing shop and my handles were quickly sorted. The nuts on the bar allow for very
quick and easy modification of the bar, but a few drops of Loctite threadlock hold them
securely in place.

My multi flying handles
A New Horizon
I checked my box of spares, and I had just enough spare material and carbon to make another
Horizon. Unusually, I hadn't kept my templates from the original Horizon, so decided on a
different layout to the panel design. The original design was very complicated and had way too
many panels, so I simplified it and used a panel layout similar to the Sixth Sense kite.
The kites will never fly exactly the same
because of a few differences :–
* different carbon spars - the old Horizon
had Skyshark P200 spine and leading edges,
whereas I was using Easton Powerflight
arrow shafts in the new version
*
different material - the old Horizon was
made from fairly heavy ripstop nylon, whereas
I was using some spare light weight Icarex in
the new version
* the material in the old Horizon will have
stretched somewhat after a few years of use
But at least I will now have two kites, exactly
the same size, hopefully fairly similar flying
characteristics, and something to practice with.
A short while later (I think it was Christmas
Eve), I had my new Horizon. Happy Christmas !
On the plus side, I will now have the perfect
excuse when I do badly coordinated flying. I
can always say its due to different kites and not
due to the pilot.

NEW
OLD

I met Dave Green at Otterspool and he gave me some helpful tips:Get used to using the control bar and fly just one kite at a time, making sure you are
comfortable with both left and right hands...
...then, try flying the two kites together, but just hovering one while flying the other…
...then, finally flying the two together, fully coordinated.
After a few practice sessions, I now feel quite comfortable doing the basic manoeuvres,
although they are not always very well coordinated – I need more practice! However, just a
moments lack of concentration or even a simple distraction and things sometimes go pear
shaped very quickly.
I feel OK flying my right hand kite to the left, and left hand kite to the right, but the one thing I
really struggle to get my head round, is when the lines get wrapped around each other. Left
and right just seem to go out of the window, and this is usually followed by the inevitable two
kites crashing. I have improved slightly with this and now usually manage to keep one kite
flying whilst sacrificing the other. Its still a crash though. The kites have stood up very well to
this abuse and the only damage to date is one broken spine, which only took about half an
hour to replace.
I don't think I'll ever get to the standard of Dave and Graham, and I certainly won't be trying
their three kites at once. Dave actually had a go with my kites at the Crosby fly-in and between
the showers, put them through their paces. I recorded a short video, which gives me
something to aspire to. I have found multi flying to be great fun, very challenging, and I now
find it quite addictive.

Where do I go from here :●
●
●
●
●
●

Keep practising – trying to get better coordination between the two kites.
Try to get my head around the situation when the lines wrap around each other.
Make another matching sail for the old Horizon
Tune the bridle, as two Horizons, when the wind blows up a bit, are quite a handful
As the kites are made of different materials, I'll maybe make two identical kites
Make (or buy) some more durable kite tails

Finally, the sixty-four-thousand-dollar question. Why do we have two hands ? … I'm sure you
all know the answer ... it's obvious … so we can fly two kites at once !

Rokakku Challenge kicks off!
Smile Factor 10 sponsored the revival of Rok fighting in the NKG at the
Countryfest festival in June. The contest was played over two days with
two rounds each day. Alan Poxon was the umpire.
The wind wasn’t great on either day and sometimes it was a struggle to
keep kites in the air. Jim Potts who lent out several of his collection of
Roks to other competitors, won the first round but was disqualified in
the third for failing to engage with the other fighters.
Mark Jones won the challenge and lifted the £100 prize put up by
SF10. Dave Holt came a close second (and could have won except
that he missed a round when he went off to get a beer) after a closely
fought final round where he and Mark were the last fliers in the air.
The second Rok challenge was an impromtu affair in front of a large
crown at St Annes when this time Mark Jones put up a cash prize.
Peter Sturs of Fusion won after a thrilling contest with Mark this time as
runner up.

Sanjo Rokkaku
A traditional
Japanese
fighting kite

Mark Jones
from Leyland
FINAL C’FEST
PLACINGS
1. Mark Jones
2. Dave Holt
3. Craig Harby
4. Jim Potts
5. Peter Hartt
6. Sue Kennedy
7. Daryl Smith
and
Simon Cooper
8. Pat May

Chinese Dragon Repair by Graham Lockwood

My kite won’t fly!
“Hi Mister my kite won't fly”. How many times has
this been said to you and how do you answer?
My choice would be from one of the following:

by
John Welborne

Go away and stop bothering me!
Go and buy a decent one from Go Kites
Let me have a look at it for you.
I always use the last answer but I would love to say: “why do you expect a scrap of plastic and
a bundle of sticks tied together to leap out of your hand and soar into the wide blue yonder”?
Well why do we?
Those with a scientific turn of mind will talk
about air moving faster over the top than
underneath an aerofoil causing reduced
pressure on top hence lift. This explanation was
derived from Daniel Bernoulli’s equation for
conservation of energy in a fluid . Potential
energy plus pressure energy plus kinetic
energy equals total energy. Problem solved, but
Bernoulli was not trying to explain why kites or
aeroplanes fly. He was a scientist deriving
mathematical formulae for the technical
problems of his day. Hold a thin piece of paper
in finger and thumb blow over the top and it will
rise , now blow across the bottom of it and it will
still rise! Shouldn’t it go down if Bernoulli was
right ?

The Japanese symbol
for a kite is a scrap of
cloth in the wind, this
says it all.

An aeroplane wing is humped on top,
this causes the air to go faster over the
top than the bottom creating lift.

Now stunt pilots need both balls and brains to do what they
do so how does a stunt plane fly upside down? If Bernoulli
was right it should fall out of the sky like a brick built shed!

Well there is another kid on the block called Isaac Newton, he devised Laws of Motion . His
formula, force equals mass x acceleration and the one about action and reaction are the ones
you need. You cause an acceleration by changing the direction of the air flow (mass) and
create a force or lift. The kite face is angled to the wind by the bridles and deflects the wind
downwards so the kite rises. QED as my maths tutor used to say. Remember the film “Reach
for the Sky” where Douglas Bader flew his spitfire upside down along the full length of the
runway. You can see the massive angle of attack of the wings needed for Newton to work.
It is rumoured that Newton could not get his kite to fly properly and as an act of revenge he
invented the calculus to annoy engineers and scientists and drive them mad trying to
understand it.

Was Newton right ? Well Calculus ain’t that
difficult and they did not go mad. But my
beautiful Dan Leigh Delta flies directly
overhead in the right wind conditions; it is
not at an angle to the wind so why does it
still fly?
Newton go home!
Come back Bernoulli all is forgiven!

LIFT

WIND PRESSURE

Wind
DRAG

TENSION

The truth is that mathematical analysis of flight at best gives only an
elementary explanation of the forces causing lift. Practical testing, trial
and error and wind tunnel experiments are all needed to get a
satisfactory design off the ground. Theory and practice are both needed.
Remember the early pioneers of flight did not understand the use of the
rudder in spin recovery which is why so many of them crashed.

The legendary Charlie the Clown at St Annes!
Malcolm and Jeanette
Goodman came to St
Annes with this
legendary kite flier and
performed a routine in
the arena.
Charlie is a radio
controlled robotic
kiteflier with a two line
kite attached and really
has to be seen in
action to be believed!

The Tetra Kite
This is a story of how a kite came to be made.
The kite in question was the winner of the
2016 NKG kite builders’ award, and is loosely
based on the Bell Tetrahedral kite.
The story actually starts back in 2013 at the
Barmouth kite festival. Dorothy and I have
been going to Barmouth every year since
1976 but somehow had always managed to
miss the kite Festival. However in July 2013
we were walking along the prom at Barmouth
when we saw the kites. Dorothy decided to
take a closer look and so we stepped onto the
beach. Within seconds a reel had been thrust
into her hand, accompanied by the words
"would you like a try?" from the diminutive but
unmistakable form of Mr John Southerton. On
looking up along the line we were surprised to
see a large pair of legs flapping about at
height of about 100 feet. John continued to
talk about various aspects of kiting, and about
half an hour later we managed to get away!
Dorothy was obviously very taken by the idea.
I was somewhat less enthusiastic, just
wanting to get to the ice cream parlour at the
end of the prom! Afterwards, as we were
enjoying our ice cream sundaes, Dorothy
decided that she would like a kite, but "just a
small one". We went back to the beach and
asked John where we could buy a "proper"
kite ( not one of the cheap kites from the
shops in the town ). John directed us to
Helene Morgan of Skybums, and quite soon
after Dorothy was the proud owner of a Six
Pack.
Two years later, we again turned up at
Barmouth. By this time, Dorothy had acquired
a Skybums 8ft Delta and I had a Skybums 8
pack. At this point we decided that it would be
a good idea to join the NKG. ( Three years
later, we still have those 3 original kites, along
with about 80 others. Apparently this
exponential growth in kite ownership is not an
uncommon phenomenon).

by
Mike Rourke

As time went on, I became more
interested in the technicalities of kites and
decided to start making them myself. My
first build was a roller, based on the plan on
the NKG website, but incorporating some
modifications from other roller plans.
I then looked for something more
ambitious. I had seen pictures of the Bell
Tetrahedral in various books but I didn't like
the construction. The "standard" model Bell
has 6 spars and 4 joints per cell ( Pic A ).

PIC A

These either need to be assembled at the
flying site or the whole kite carried in its fully
!
assembled form. As we now had enough of a
problem fitting all of our kites, reels, stakes,
etc in the car, the thought of taking up the
whole of the back seat with one kite just
didn't appeal!

I found a plan on kiteplans.org for a version which
used 2 flexible spars per cell, under tension from 2
cords ( Pic B ).
The article was written by an Argentine gentleman,
hence was in Spanish. Thankfully, Google translator
along with some cutting/pasting of images produced a
workable plan. However, this still required each cell to
be connected to 2 others with cable ties after assembly.
These cable ties were then cut off at the end of flying.
The kite was also made of Tyvek and double-sided tape.
I didn't think that it looked very durable.

PIC B

I wanted something which could be stored in a small
bag,preferably as a single unit, and which could be
easily assemble on site then disassembled after flying,
so the plans were modified to use ripstop fabric with
more robust fittings.
As the fabric was yellow, I wanted to use white spars. I
had some lengths of 3mm fibreglass, so I made up a
test cell using some spare material with 3mm spars.
However, although these were springy enough to keep
the fabric under tension when static, they were not
sufficient to hold the cell rigid in the wind. I therefore
decided to use 4mm fibreglass spars. These proved to
be as easy to find as hen's teeth. When I did find some
they were in 3metre lengths, so the cost of postage
would be expensive. Eventually I found some on
ebay,sold as rods for Roman blinds, in 1metre lengths.
20 rods worked out at £13.50 including postage,
so lots of spares for future projects!

PIC C

The sails were cut out of 60gsm ripstop. However, as
each edge was on an angle to the grain of the ripstop, I
added edge binding made from folded ripstop cut with
the grain. Tabs were added to the ends of the longer
diagonal. For the shorter diagonal, the tabs
were part of a continuous strip across the fabric as this
diagonal would be under tension ( Pic C ).
Each tab was then fitted with a split ring, which was the
threaded through a hole in a short length of PVC tubing
( Pic D ).

PIC D

Each pair of spars was fitted to a heavier piece of
pvc tubing, with the holes at right angles. As the
tubing is flexible, the joint can be twisted so that
the spars are parallel for storage ( Pic E ).

The ends of the spars were inserted into the
small tubes at the corners, then the corners of
the long diagonal were brought up and
connected by a length of cord. The cord end
is clipped to the split ring.

PIC E

This resulted in 4 cells, but these still need to
be fitted together.
To achieve this, a loop of cord was threaded
up the small tubes, secured by passing
around the split rings. Clear glue was then
injected into the tubes to stabilise the cord
and to prevent fraying. ( Pic F )

The result is that the kite can be laid out on
the ground ( Pic G ) and each spar assembly
added to form the structure of the kite.

PIC G

PIC F

The result is the "modified
tensegrity Bell tetrahedral"
or "Tetra" for short.

The kite is made up of 4 cells each measuring
50cm x 50cm, so the complete kite is a
tetrahedron with 100cm sides, yet it all packs
away into an 80cm x 12cm bag ( Pic H ).
As the kite has only 2 spars per cell it is quite a
bit lighter than a "standard" Bell tetrahedral.
Even so, it still needs about Bft3-4 to get off the
ground. I have also added a thin spar inside
the strap of the "front" cell, as it had a tendency
to collapse in higher winds

PIC H

The NKG Questionnaire Challenge with Sue Kennedy
Favourite Kite? Peter Lynn Maxi Gecko.
Best flying location ever? Ynyslas Beach Nature Reserve,
Wales.
Most treasured possession ? My Grandma’s original 1970s
lava lamp.
If you could choose what would your super powers be?
Teleportation (thinking myself from one place to
another).
What did you want to be when you were growing up?
Fashion Designer.
What is your guiltiest pleasure? Shoesies :-) with high
heelsies!
Who would you invite to your dream dinner party? Graham
Norton, Dawn French, Alan Davies and Sandi Toksvig.
What is the most important lesson life has taught you?
Everything you want is on the other side of fear!
What is your favourite word? Spectacular!
What is your earliest memory? Meeting the lady next door when we moved house aged
four - she was Suzanne, I was Susan :-O
What is your favourite smell? The first rain after a long dry spell.
Which living person do you most admire, and why? Madonna - exquisitely talented,
driven, intelligent, business woman.
If you could go back in time, where would you go? Woodstock Festival.
What is the trait you most deplore in others? Inconsiderate people.
What is the trait you most deplore in yourself?
Indecisiveness (I think).
Who would play you in the film of your life? Jodie Foster >>>>>
Your ambitions for 2019?
Conquer the guitar, write more, perform more.

NKG Kite Festival

Two line stunt kites

Single line kites

Quad line kites

Power kites

Night kites

14 th June

13 th June

12 th June

11 th June

10 th June

Warrington

Preston

Manchester

Leeds

Chester

The NKG Kite Festival runs for 5 days every June.
From the clues, work out who was flying which kite, on which day,
and where they are from.

Dave
John
Keith
Len
Simon
Night kites
Power kites
Quad line kites
Single line kites
Two line stunt kites
10th June
11 th June
12th June
13th June
14th June

1. The Manchester teenager flew night kites.
2. John flew his power kites.
3. Simon did not fly on 14 th June.
4. Len is from Chester, and flew two days after the person who flew single line kites.
5. The person from Warrington flew on the 12 th June.
6. Dave flew on the first day of the festival. He is an OAP, and is not from Preston.
7. The person who flew on the 13 th June flew his two line stunt kites.

Your answer
Dave
John
Keith
Len
Simon

Is from

Flew on

Kite flown

Email your answers to peter_hartt@hotmail.com (or ask for a clue!)

Harry Allick was doing some local history researching and came across this
press cutting from the Rawtenstall newspaper from 1903 when Samuel Cody
visited the town.
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My New Kite by Dazz Smith
I recently bought a set of inflatable tigers.
I scoured Chinese websites looking for
new and interesting inflatables and came
across FULLFAR KITES who had a
selection of nine tigers.
The small ones are about 6 feet long.
So now I have a train of different colours.
What I liked about the purchase was that
I got a nice display piece for about one
thousand pounds.

End of Season Celebration
It took place at Crooklands, Westmorland and the theme was
Dads Army WW2. As usual there were NKG’s Got Talent
acts; Graham Lockwood did a recitation of The Galaxy Song.
Sue Kennedy led us in a British Sign Language rendition of I
can see a Rainbow, Sally Humpage recited The Jolly Captain
by Jake Thakery (remember him?). Dave Holt amazed us
with his card tricks and Johnny and Debbie Savage (winners)
sang us their own hilarious version of Halleujah. Thanks to
Craig Harby and Sue Kennedy for organising the evening.
WW2
Street
Party!!

Johnny
and
Debbie

I got my kite out
made it soar
I did the same
the day before
My lines got stuck
on someones karabiner
There was no wind
for John to fly
He looked at Jan
and she did sigh
The wind came up
and she said Halleujah!

There’s kites up there
that make no sound
The Bleasdales take
up all the ground
The lifter’s in the
tree again who done it (Keith)
With Jenny and Pat
and Ang and Mark
St Annes Crooklands
and Middeton Park
Big Dazz Dave Holt
and Linda on the vodka

Chorus:

Chorus
On the vodka
On the vodka
On the vodka
On the vodka

Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
We’ve Lorna Keith
Ness and Jim
They named a drink
right after him
They’ve even got a crisp
named Jim and Tonic
With Craig and Sue
and Peter too
a camera in the sky from Sue
Let’s not forget to mention Jim and Tonic

We have a man
who flys three kites
And Simon’s Cats
lit up with lights
Marina’s on the field again
as ground crew
Zena Baz
and all their dogs
Nichola, Shaun
and all their sprogs
And all our friends
who form the Northern Kite Group

Chorus
Jim N Tonic
Jim N Tonic
Jim N Tonic
Jim N Tonic

Chorus
Northern Kite Group
Northern Kite Group
Northern Kite Group
Northern Kite Group

Sally
and
Gwen

Graham
Lockwood

Sue
And
Craig

A word search Puzzle by Paul Catchpole from Preston

Dieppe International Kite
Festival 2018.
Report by Gwen Williams
September in a year ending in an even
number can only mean one thing, the Dieppe
International Kite Festival in Northern France.
This is a nine day event and believed to be
the biggest kite festival in the world.
Forty four countries participate, which makes this a truly international festival.
The festival itself takes place on the seafront in Dieppe and is divided into four fields, with a
section for Acrobatic Kites, Creative Kites, Wind Garden and Children’s Kite making area.
The main entrance is made up of several show piece marquees, kite and craft shops as well as
the festival restaurant and is known as the Festival Village.
The festival represents all kite disciplines and visitors can walk the length of the sea front and
enjoy watching the numerous kite competitions and displays as well as being able to watch
individual kite fliers making their traditional kites.
The large inflatable kites can be seen on the beach itself and the visitors can enjoy walking
among them and talking to the kite fliers.
A guest of honour is invited to each festival, who as well as displaying their country’s special
kites, also provide entertainment during the festival, with musicians, dancers and singers,
dressed in colourful traditional dress. This year was the turn of Cambodia and what wonderful
display they provided.
The theme for this years creative kite competition was the “World of Fantasy.”
There were numerous entrants and some fascinating kites.
There are so many aspects of this festival that I would love to talk about but that would take
forever! However, two things come to mind when I think back to the week of the festival,
One, the daily display of thirty four revolutions being flown together, which by the end of the
week were flown in almost perfect formation, no mean feat.
Secondly, during the week the visitors are mainly made up of schoolchildren, seniors and the
disabled, several hundred a day. The children not only enjoy the spectacle of colour, kites and
kite displays, they are also given questionnaires, gathering information from the various
participants, identifying the language spoken, highlighting the country on a world map and other
relevant information in a worthwhile fact finding exercise.
The next Dieppe International Kite Festival is in 2020, book your ferry now!
See next page for photographs

The Northern Kite Group has a committee made up of four officers:
Chair

Len Royles

Secretary

Dave Bleasdale

Treasurer

John Whymark

Membership
Secretary

Keith Proctor

In addition Tony Kidd acts as the Group Librarian and Peter Hartt is the Newsletter
Editor.
The 2019 Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 17 February in Oldham and
details will be sent to each member in due course.
We have our own Website – www.nkg.org.uk which contains much information about
the Group, our events, back copies of the newsletter, AGM minutes, contact details for
the officers and much more.
This newsletter is made up of articles submitted by members for which we are grateful.
If you can contribute to future editions in any way please contact the editor.
Photographs are especially welcome as are descriptions of kites built by members.

